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Secret Committee. 4 5 
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CoNTAINING, 


Certain Extraordinary PRAcTICESs of 
the late M———-, intended to have 
been laid before them in a private 
Manner, and now ſubmitted to their 


Publick Conſideration. 
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J hepe the Parliament of Great Britain will al- 
ways be able to pull any Miniſter from behind 

the Throne; for if it ſhould not, That very 

Tnability would be a Diſſolution of our Con- 


itut ion. 
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Printed f S. Pra, in Covent-Garden, and fold 
at the Pampblet- Shops of Londen and We/tmin/ter. 
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T0 THE 


SECRET COMMITTEE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Man without being the moſt 
7 x BY harden'd Profligate that ever 

MOR cnter'd the Walls of Newgate, 
aan ſtoop to be the dirty A- 
gent of another, without ſometimes feel- 
ing a Repugnance, in ſpite of all the many 


Arguments he will bring in favour of his 


Conduct. His Honeſty will often deteſt 


what his Intereſt makes it neceſſary to 


comply with: His Reaſon and Pride may 
| B lome- 
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| 46) 
ſometimes tempt him to renounce the 
mean Agency he is engaged in: But then 
again the many illuſtrious Examples of 
Subſerviency he may continually have be- 
fore his Eyes, will be apt to ſtifle the 
Voice of Renton, and leave his Pride un- 
der as mortifying a State as ever. If a Per- 
ſon is capable of reflecting thus in ſecret 
Dependency, by how much more pun- 
gent muſt it be to him to proclaim to the 
whole World the infamous Part he has 
been made to act! How diſagreeable ſo- 
ever this Taſk muſt naturally be, I have 
impoſed it upon myſelf; and give me 


Leave to inform you, Gentlemen, that as 


the only Attonement in my Power for 
having been guilty of a very criminal Pro- 
ſtitution, J had determin'd with myſelf to 
lay the following Facts before you in Per- 
ſon, as ſoon as ſuch Application cou'd be 
made with Safety; but as the untoward 


Fate of the Bill for indemnifying Thoſe 


who might be as deſirous as myſelf of af- 
fording Ligbts into your Enquiry, bas 
fruſtrated my honeſt Intentions in that 
Particular, as well as deny'd you the only 
Means I apprehend that could render your 


Endeavours ſucceſsful, I am obliged to 


ſubmit them to your Public Conſider- 
ation. 
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It has always been held dangerous to 
accuſe a favourite Miniſter while he is at 
the Zenith of his Power and Intereſt at 
Court ; and though the Publick has been 
gratifyed with the Removal of one, it is 
manifeſt by all Circumſtances ſince, that 
he has not loſt his Power and Influence, 
but that they are eſſentially the ſame. 


As therefore, Gentlemen, I have to do 
with a Perſon ſtill mighty in Friends and 
Power, fruitful in Evaſions, and who, by 
the very Nature of the Facts I muſt ac- 
cuſe him of, has it greatly in his Power 
to turn the Tables upon me, either by an 
abſolute Denial of any ſuch Tranſactions 
as are here repreſented, or by charging me as 
the ſole Author of them, the Converſations 
I had with him concerning them being 
always very private, in his own Clo- 
ſet, and without Witneſſes : As more- 
over he may even produce Letters from 


me under my own Hand, which he cauſed 


me to write to him for the carrying on his 
Deſigns; and as he conſequently may 
make thoſe very Letters ſo many ſpecious 
Evidences againſt me, it ſurely behoves me 
to be extremely cautious, and I hope it 
will not be thought unreaſonable if I con- 
ceal my Name, while I untie my Tongue; 
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at the ſame time I declare myſelf ready to 
appear before you, and atteſt every thing 
contain'd in the ſubſequent Pages in the 
ſolemneſt Manner, F call'd upon, and 
there be yet a Poſſibility of my doing it 
with Safety; for otherwiſe, as I ſaid be- 
fore, to uſe the Words of a noble Lord, 
His Power would infallibly be employed 
in blaſting the Credit, or preventing the 
Effect of my Evidence, and probably in 
making the Puniſhment fall, not upon the 
guilty Miniſter, but upon the brave and 
honeſt Accuſer; as in the Caſe of the Earl 
of Briſtol in King Charles the Firſt's Time, 
who brought an Accuſation againſt the 
Duke of Buckingham, which produced 
another of High Treaſon againſt himſelf. 


I am very ſenfible however, Genlemen, 
that the exhibiting ſuch extraordinary Par- 
ticulars in this anonymous Manner wall 
take greatly from their Weight: I can 
eaſily foreſee the Exceptions they will be 
expoſed to: Prejudice will operate as 
uſual; nor will Malice be idle. Thoſe 
who may happen to think them of ſuffi- 
cient Moment to deſerve Attention, and 
who are candid enough to aflign the true 
| Reaſon for ſuch a Concealment, will, or 


I miſtake, lament the Neceſbty of it, and 
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be apt to think it ſerves at leaſt to ſhew, 
in ſome meaſure, the Expediency of ſuch 
a Bill as has had the Misfortune to miſ- 
1 yy with the Lords, and thereby given 


aa a freſh Diſappointment to the Expec- 
"2 tations of the Public; but thoſe whoſe 
2F Intereſt it is to blacken the Attempt will 
not be wanting to throw on it all the odi- 
cus Colours their Wit or their Malice can 
> ſuggeſt. Methinks I hear them cry, Who 
is this Accuſer in the Dark? Where is his 
Proof? Why does not he appear? Ifhall 
admire the Sagacity of theſe Queriſts juſt 
as much as I would the Courage of him 
Z who firſt robs a Man of his Arms and then 
puts him to Defiance, And I hereby give 
them this publick Notice, that as often as 
they ſhall urge the above Interrogatories, 
in Imitation of Shakeſpeare, I have taught 
> a Starling to anſwer in their Ears — The 
> Indemnifying Bill. | 
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There are ſome well-meaning People, 
again, who may think it highly impro- 
bable, that the Perſon levelled at ſhould 
be capable of deſcending to ſuch little Arts 
as they will find him ſtand charged with; 
but I muſt entreat all ſuch political Sce 

2 ticks to recollect what ſhallow Plots and 
mean Artifices of Miniſters abound in the 


Hiſtories 


610 

Hiſtories of all Nations: I muſt entreat 
them to conſider the Character of the Per- 
ſon in Queſtion when he has any favourite 
Point to gain: I muſt beg to remind them 
of his notable. Penny Poſt Plot ſome Years 
ago: I muſt likewiſe defire them to weigh 


all Circumſtances with the Views the Au- 


thor propoſed to bimſelf in theſe crafty 
Devices; and then I am perſuaded they 


will entertain a more favourable Opinion, 


and be inclin'd to think them, as I know 
them to be, the whole Truth and nothing 
but the Truth. | 


But not to take up any more of your 


Time, Gentlemen, with Matter of In- 
troduction, I do hereby accuſe the late 


Mr of being the Contriver, firſt 
Mover, Abetter, and Cheriſher of the fol- 
lowing Intrigues, which may not impro- 
perly be ranged under theſe Title:: 


(Viz.) 
The laft Will and Teflament Plot, 
The Gin Plet, 


| And 
The Patriot's Plot. 


| Whereby 


__ 


(im) 

'', Whereby he impoſed in the groſſeſt 

and moſt abdacious Manner on his facred 
A N y, and the Nation in general, 
and on a foreign Lady of Diſtinction in 
| Fg And in as much as acknow- 
T ledge myſelf to have been acteſſary there- 
1 to; 1 as moſt humbly aſk their Pardons 
uns for the Share 1 had in . 
35 on ſach deſteſtable Practices. | 


1 An Anglicans! of forke Years! wi 
We the late M t, and the advantagenus 
Opinion he has frequently been pleaſed 
to expreſs of my Underſtanding, ' having 
> wrought me by degrees into conſiderable 
Credit with him, he call'd me one Day into 
bis Cloſet, ſaying, he had had a Defire for 
= good while of engaging me in bis Service, 
x and was row very: glad of having an Op- 
pPortunity of ſhewing the Conſideration he 
had for me. He then open'd himſelf with 
; » a Freedom and Confidence that both flat- 
ter d and ſurprizd me: Complain'd of the 
Vitulence of his Enemies; ſet forth theit 
* . Allous Attempts to ruin him with che 
K ſaid, that tho' he was a good and 

grucious, and as ſteady a Prince as evet 
fat on the Thione, yet that their wicked 
Arts might one Day make dangerous Im- 
by A profiiens on bim, and therefore in Policy 
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be cou'd; He then proceeded to tell me 


Gra) 


it behov'd him to countermine them in all 


he had ſingled me out as a proper Perſon 


on many accounts for the carrying on a : 


Buſineſs he wanted to have tranſacted, and 
added, that I ſhould find my Account in 
it, if I behaved myſelf to his Satisfaction, 


immediately aſſured him with a viſible 


Tranſport, that 1 ſhould think myſelf 2} 


highly, honour'd with any Commands he 
ſhould think fit to lay upon me, and 
would do my beſt to merit his Approba- 
tion. On this, having made me draw my 


Chair near him, he gave me the following 


Informations previous to what I call 
The laſt. W ll and Teflament Phe. 


.. He told me a Packet would be left for 
me the next Day at the Houſe of a Perſon 
henam'd, withwhom it was known I had 
Buſineſs, and where Meſſages and Letters 
were frequently left for me. In this 


Packet, ſaid he, you will find a Manus: 
ſeript, and an Anonymous Letter for your- 


ſelf, both which I wou'd have you im- 


mediately on the Reception bring me to 


Hampton Court, encloſed with a Letter 


from 


and agreeable to the Idea he had form d of * 
my Attachment, Integrity and Diſcretion. 


__ 
"Ro" 


(13) 


kom ye carfoif to wwe, declating ks what 
means :.y&1, game. to be in Poſſeſſion of 
thoſe Papers, ee that you thought it 


your Duty to lay them before me, accom- 


pany'd with. anne NOR e 00 
fate Proper. . | | 


Tea l Tur was to pay a blind 
. to his Commands, without be- 
ing. let into the Views he had in them; 

aving therefore my neceſſary Inſtructions, 
I took my leave; and as I was doing ſo, 


hae laid his Hand on mine with the yrea- 


teſt Familiarity, and calling me by my 
Name, You ſee, ſaid he, I am going to 
make; Tryal of your F idelity, be true to 
me, and you ſhall always find me a Friend. 
was going to repeat my. "Aﬀereratiang, 
but he had rung his Bell, and a Seryant 
came in to let him know dome other Per- 
fon he expected waited to * with him, 
Jo I retu'd immediately. 


This Interval was fll'd - up > jo all 
thoſe little Tranſports, which naturally 
ariſe from the Thoughts of being diſtin- 
N by a great Man. I confeſs my 

anity got the better of me on this Occa- 
ſion, and I indulg'd myſelf into a kind of 
Rapture at the pleaſing Proſpect that offer'd 

C of 
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of making my Fortune. I was reſoly'd to 
improve this lucky Opportunity at all 
Events, and complimented” nyfelf with 
being the happieſt | Mortal breathing. 


Is ſuch kind of Diſpoſitions I was Aden 
I receiv'd the Papers in Queftion, which 
were conveyed to me from the place men- 
tion'd by the Mr. I was infinitel 
ſurpris d when I came to look over the 
Manuſcript, which took up two Sheets of 
ure wrote very cloſe, and, Was entitled, 


T ve laft W mm and Te amen 0 7 4 Low 
Sultan. bag 
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| 46 1 did not imagine, at that ume 1 
Mcud ever have Occaſion to make any 
publick mention of this Tranſaction, I 
will not pretend to ſay it is in my Power 
to give the very Words of the Will, neither 
can it be expected from me as I did not 
take a Copy; but to the beſt of my Me- 
mory it conſiſted of ſeveral Items, import- 
ing, as I think, that the ſublime Muful- 
man, Teſtator, difinherited his only Son, 
and bequeath'd all his hereditary Domi: 
nions to a Neighbouring Prince, who had 
married his Daughter; and juſtified this 
ſeemingly cruel and unnatural Proceeding 


3} \ 


. | : | by 
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„ 
by Reaſons too intricate for my Compre- 
henſion, as well as too copious for my Me- 
mory to recapitulate.— Several Legacies 
were bequeath'd, the moſt conſiderable of 
which was to a favourite Woman of the 
SGeraglio and her Daughter, with other 
large Sums for Public Uſes, * 


This was the Subſtance of the whole, 
which was witneſs'd by the Mufti, and 
the Viſier, and was wrote with an affected 
Air of Myſteriouſneſs, yet, as if contrary to 
the Author's Intention, ſo as to giye room 
for an Explanation. 


Here my Surprize return'd with double 
Force: I knew not well what to think :— 
It was natural for me to enquire what 
cou'd be the Policy had induc'd the 
Mr to this It muſt be for ſome 
important End, I was certain.——As I 
found I was not wholly truſted, I recollec- 
ted what he had ſaid concerning the At- 
tempts of his Enemies to ruin him with 
the K , his Apprehenfions on the Im- 
preſſions they might make, and his reſol- 
3 ving to countermine them: From all 

Which, as yet I cou'd gather little, only as 


q it had been rumour'd about this time that 
the K had been of late leſs ſatisfied 


C 2 with 


(46) 5 
with him than he had been, and that it 


- 
” # 


was as much as all the Policy and Influ- 
_ ence of her M could do to hinder the 
Diſlike he had to him from breaking out, 
it came into my Mind that this might 
probably be intended as a means to re- 
venge himſelf upon his Enemies by father- 
ing it upon them; and at the ſame time 
re-ingratiate himſelf with the K, by 
giving a Proof of his Sagacity and Dili- 
gence in diſcovering and ſuppreſſing ſuch 
audacious Infinuations, | 


Full of theſe Reflections, inherent to 
the inquiſitive Nature of the Soul, I went 
to Hampton Court, and having wrote a 
Letter to the Mir ſuch as he had de- 
fired I ſhou'd, I made it up in one Packet 

with the Papers, and ſent it from the Toy 
by a Waiter. 1 had not been there above 
half an Hour before one of his Footmen 
came to me and ſaid, his Maſter was juſt 
| gone to the K——, but he would not 
li have me go, for he ſhou'd ſend for me as 
ſoon as he came back, 


„ During my Stay here I was full of 
li Thought: —— To be told the M——r 
I was gone to the K—— juſt on the arri- 


i 


renewed 


val of my Packet was a Circumſtance that. 
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(17) 
renewedimy Enquiry, and gave me, as 1 
imagin'd, ſome Light into his Deſign, and 
1 could not help concluding that the Pa- 
pets were intended to be ſhewn, Nn 


I waited: as neat as I can gueſs about 
two Hours before the ſame Man return'd, 
and ſaid his Maſter was now at leiſure 
and wou'd ſee me. I then follow'd him 
to the P ce, and was carried into an 
Apartment belonging to the M——-r. 
He received me with a diſtance vaſtly 
different from that Freedom which I ex- 
pected; aſł d me Queſtions which very 
much aſtoniſh'd me; and as he had given 
me no previous warning of them, con- 
vinc'd me, when I afterwards reflected on 
them, that he had a great Idea of my Pre- 
ſence of Mind at leaſt. Whether there 
was any Perſon in hearing, or whether 
this ſtrange Behaviour was only to make 
Trial of my Capacity, I know not; but he 
aſk'd me in a pretty ſtern, and londer 
Voice than uſual, if I could not gueſs who 
was the Author of that infamous Manu- 
{cript I bad juſt ſent him? What time I 
receivd it? Whether I had imparted the 
Contents to any one beſides himſelf ? and 
if I wou'd make Oath it came into my 
Hands in the manner I pretended ? All 


which 
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which ſeveral Interrogatories, odd as they 
appeared to me, I anſwer'd in a proper 
manner; and he then order'd me to at- 
tend him at his Houſe in A n Street 
the Thur/day following, where he ſaid he 
would talk further to me. 5 8 


I returned home full of Anxieties and 
Fears at this unexpected Treatment; for I 

rceiv d now to what Dangers-I had ex- 
pos'd myſelf in thus taking upon me the 
whole of an Affair which it ſo much be- 
hov'd the Mr not to be ſuſpected 
of having any ſhare in, and which he took 
fo much Precaution to ſeem totally ig- 
norant of. A great Damp was now put 
upon my late Tranſports, and I almoſt 
began to repent M—— —1 Favour : To 
ſuch Alternatives are Mankind ſubject. 


I waited on him, however, according to 
his Commands on Thurſday, and was con- 
ducted into his back Parlour, where I 
found him perfectly free and good-hu- 
mour'd, and I had a long Conference with 
him, though ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction 
were all the Time expecting to ſpeak with 
him in the next Room. On my expreſ- 
ling ſome Amazement at the Queſtions 
he had put to me at Hampton Court, = 

ell 
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fell a laughing, and only anſwer'd, with- 
out afligning any Reaſon for having done 
ſo, that he imagin'd it would have that 
Effect upon me; but that IL had behaved 
extremely right. At the ſame time he 
made mè a Preſent. of a Bank- Bill of con- 
ſiderable Value, telling me, when he put 
it into my Hand, that it was not his Na- 
ture to be ungrateful for any Services done 
him; and added, he would not have me 
alarm d if I ſhould happen, to be taken up, 
for I might depend on his Protection; but 
that he wou'd, however, endeavour to 
ee 4 1 el 

With 7 5 1 ods my Leave, 0 
freſh Alarms, which it was. neither; i in the 
Power of. his Promiſe, nor the Bill he had 
given ME to remove. I was now con- 
vinced, that the Packet had been ſnewn; 
that our Converſation had been overheard, 
and that ſome conſiderable Perſon, in the 
Haſtineſs of his Nature, might have in- 
ſiſted on my being taken up, and which 
the M r was obliged ſeemingly to 
give into. 1 DIY: 


"4 


Some Days 8 I obſery di in the WY 
lic Prints, that a certain Right Honourable 
Gentleman, an eminent Patriot, was ſtruck 
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oat 'of his My $ Privy Comm, | in 
a pretty contemptuous Mannes This 


f 


Ineident confirm d me a good deal in 


former Conjectures as to the M — rs 
Views, and as IL /imagin'd” they had been 
ſucceſsful, it contributed not allitth ts cafe 
me of my Fears. I was ſent for the fame 
Day to the M=———r,. who told me he 


wanted to ſee ine only to make me eaſy; 


fot that I had nothing to > Wing a on 
the Score of being nen up, ee now 


reſolvd otherwiſe. 


Thus ends wo 8 of this ſecret 
Tranſaction, which I ſhall leave to others 
to comment more largely upon, and pro- 
ceed to a freſh” miniſterial Device, the 
Meaning of which is leſs abſtruſe, as the 
Effects have been more ien and to 
which I give the Name of 


The Gin pur. | 


In the Beginning of — 173 6, 
the late Mt ſent for me to Chelſea, 


. 


and, after ſome previous Diſcourſe, faid, 


he had Occaſion for my Pen once more. 
I anſwer'd, that not only my Pen, but 
my Head and Heart were at his Service, 
W other Compliments of the like 

Nature; 
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calar Letters to ſome of the moſt eminent 
Diſtillers; in which it would be proper I 
ſhould aggravate as much as poſſible the 
Hardſhips the Act commencing at M:chae/- 
mas would lay them under; and then de- 
fire each reſpectively to repair on the Eve- 


ning of the asth Inſtant to one or o- 


ther of ſeveral noted Houſes in what Parts 
of the Town I thought moſt proper, where 
I was to ſay they would be met by a great 
many of their — and others, to 


'Z conſult how to redreſs their common 


Grievance. None of theſe Letters were 


> to have-any. Name ſubſcribed, but to be 
wrote with the Spirit and Manner of a 


Perſon of = ain and to be ſent by 
the Fenny-poſt. 


This 8 took upon 1 


execute, and having informed myſelf of 


the Names and Places of Abode of all 


2 thoſe. who were look d upon as the, moſt 
= confiderable in the Trade, I think, . 
wrote to ſixty four or ſixty five in Num- 


ber. The Letters were all of the ſame 
Date, contain'd much the ſame Expreſ- 
POR JTAG 751 uns, 
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(22) 
ſions, and were diſpatch d on the Ame 
Day. 


Aſter this was over, the M r de- 
ſired I would ſend to thoſe Houſes I had 


mentioned in the Letters, and order that 


the largeſt Rooms ſhould be kept for par- 
ticular Companies, which they were to 
be told would meet en Mzchaelmas-Eve. 


This Injunction I alſo comply'd with, 
and as I apprehended no Danger in what I 
was about, I perform'd it with the more 


Alacrity. When I had done all, as I 


thought, that was intended to be requir'd 
of me, I waited on him to acquaint him 
his Commands were obey'd : He receiv'd 
me with a ſmiling Countenance, thank'd 
me for having been ſo punctual and expe- 
ditious; but ſaid, there was yet one Thing 
more remaining to be done. Do you 
think, ſaid he, that any of the People, 
thus wrote to, are well enough affected to 
the Government to make an Information 


of what they have received? I was a little 


ſurprized at this Queſtion, but anſwer'd, 
as it was natural for me to do, that it was 


impoſſible for me to form any Conjecture 


on that Score, as I was wholly unacquainted 
with any of the Perſons; but among ſuch 
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a Number it was poflible there might be 


ſome that would not make a' Secret of it. 
That we can have no Aſſurance of, you 


XZ know, ſaid he again. Here ! paus dd, 
- and, beginning to ſee more clearly into his 
d Dritt, told him I knew a Perſon who I 
at imagined might be able to bring about 


what I perceived his Honour aim'd at, and 
to if he pleaſed, I would bring him: But he 
. ſhook his Head at my mentioning it, and 

told me that would be improper. He 
muſt not know, ſaid he, that I have any 
Hand in the Buſineſs ; but I would have 
vou talk to him, and if you find him fit 
= A to be truſted, you may communicate it to 
d him as an Invention of your own to get 
im Money from the Government. After 
d which I came away, and went directly to 
2d 4 the Houſe of the Perſon we had been talk- 


be- ing of. 

ng 1 

on This was one, who, by being con- 
le, cerned in Mortgages, and other Ways of 


to ending. I knew had a very large 
on Acquaintance: That he was likewiſe Ma- 
tle Ver of -a great deal of Cunning without 
'd, ' ſeeming; to have any, and by what I had 
obſerved of him, would be ready enough 
% to come into any thing that had the Pro- 
ſpect of Advantage: All which Qualifi- 
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cations made me think him a proper ker. 
fon for the Affair 1 in hand. 


1 found bim at home, * Jaw 
ſounded him with fome Artifice, and per- 
ceived by the Anſwers he gave me, that I 
had not been deceived in my Opinion of 
him, I related to him all I had done, and 
all that remain'd to do, tor the compleat- 
ing a Project, which, I had told him, was 
merely the Child of my own Brain; and 
added, that if we could order it ſo, as to 
make the ſham Plot appear a real one, I 
knew the M r would give a largo 
Reward for the Diſcovery, 


He ſwallow'd the Bait, and beliveing 
what I had faid was practicable, found a 
thouſand Arguments to juſtify the Impo- 
fition he was going to engage in. He 
maintain'd that every thing that was at- 
tended with Profit, provided it came 
within the Letter of the Law, was both 
honeſt and wiſe ; and that no body want- 
ed Money but thoſe who had neither 


Courage nor Invention. The great Folks 


know this well enough, ſaid he, and what 
they call refin'd Policy is nothing more 
than a Variety of Shifts and Tricks to get 
their Ends. Don't all the K — in the 


World 


, 


8 
t 


of their Dominions? What are all their 


(25), 
World contrive how to cheat one another 


Conqueſts but ſo many Robberies? What 
gre their Treaties but Artifices to deceive 
and circumvent? In what, pray, conſiſts 
the Wiſdom of a M r of State, but 
in Plots to drain the People of their Mo- 
ney, clude their juſt Complaints, preſerve 
the Favour of his Prince, and at laſt go 
off with Impunity ? What are the tem- 
izings of the C i but Rounds in the 
adder of Perferment? What are all the 
Wranglings of the L its but a meer 
Sham and Contrivance to raiſe themſelves 
Fortunes out of Fools Eſtate ? What is 
Phyfic but a Combination between D—-r 
and A y to cheat the Patient out 
of his Subſtance, and, it may be, his 


Life ?=—tn every Rank, in every Pro- 


ſeſſion, Stratagems are neceſſary, and thoſe 
who don't know how to make uſe. of 


them are no better than the Slaves of thoſe 


that do, and wy” expect t to be miſerable 
oo deſpis d. 


- This Sermon on the LadidaHlonefs of 
Fraud made me laugh very heartily, and 


the Warmth with which it was deliver'd, 


convinc'd me that it proceeded more from 
the Soul than ſome others I had heard 


on. 


6260) 


on Tenets vaſtly different. As he was a 
Man who naturally loved talking, and was 
on a Theme he was now more than or- 
dinary full of, he expatiated very largely 


on it, and repeated many things twenty 


times over, which was one, Reaſon that 
I 0 well. remember this Converſation. - 
He run on ſo long that, I was obliged to 
interrupt him by — fo him that Ex- 
pedition was now as neceſſary as Inven- 
tion, and if he cou'd find a proper Petſon 
to be our Inſtrument, there was no time 
to be loſt, becauſe the Information of the 
pretended Plot ought to be made before 
the Commencement of the Ach,, which 
wanted now no more e than, four Daya, et 
On this he Ry me he was 804 
with ſeveral Diſtillers, and alſo with one 
A r, a Man that kept a Shop. near 
St. Famess, and fold ſpirituous Liquors by 
Retail; which latter, he ſaid, he took tb 


be the moſt likely of any for our Purpoſe, 


becauſe he had a great Influence over him, 
He added alſo, that he was a plain, robuſt 
Fellow, of no Underſtanding, and might 
eaſily be brought to believe any thing. 1 


join'd in his Opinion, that a fitter Per ſon 


could not be found, and we had no occa- 
ſion to ſeek farther, I then faid that I 
would 


(27 
Wold conſider of a Letter, and deſired he 


would dine with me the next Day, and 
ſettle every thing. 


Early in the Morning I went to the 
M r,, and acquainted him how far 
T had proceeded. He was very well plea- 
ſed to bnd the Perſon I had mention d to 
Him came f6 readily into the Project, and 
ai, the Character of the other gave a 
very good Handle for writing to him, ſo 
hid me prepare a Letter immediately, im- 
pdifing in Subſtance that a Deſign was 
cattying on to ſet aſide the Act, and to 
invite him, this ., to come and 
Bring what Friends he could, about eleven 
at Night on Michaelmas Eve, to Solomon's 
Porch,' a Place fo calfd near the Weſt 
Gate of Weſtminſter Abbey, where he 

wou'd be join'd by others that wou'd ſur- 
prize him, I was left at my Liberty to 
give what Reaſons I thought proper for 
writing to him in ſuch a manner, as well 
as to enhance the Grievances occaſion'd by 


the Act, and - with theſe Inſtructions 1 
came home. 4.8 | 


1 pad wy Juſt — the Etter * 


my Friend arrived: He had conceiv d 
ſuch bigh Expectations of the Succeſs of 


my 
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my Plot, that be came. me bat before 
the Hour 1 had appointed, and was over- 


joy'd to find 1 continued in the ſame 
Mind. . 


We then * to. web. 3 has to 


ac T he Certainty 100 this, Lager 


Shs on which all the reſt 3 
I therefore teſolv'd to make ſure of the ny 


by. truſting to no Body and delive 


myſelf; and as to the other, we agre: 

go together to ſome Houſe in . — 
Neighbourhood, where I ſhould be left 
till be went to ſee if the Man was at 
home, of which I might be certain if he 
ſtay'd, otherwiſe he We — e 
We 


This 8 che beſt Method we could 
think on; ſo it was accordingly put in 
Execution : That ſame; Afternoon 1 muf- 


fled myſelf 1 up in my Cloak, and after wait- 


ing ſome time, finding he did not come 
back, went to — Shop. They 
were drinking together in a back Room, 
but on my deſiring to ſpeak with A. 1 


he was -call'd out to me, and the other 


follow'd 


* dents 
+: | © 
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(29) 
followed him, as undeſignedly and faw. 
me give him the Letter, and heard me 
ſay as I was doing ſo, this comes from 
fome very good Friends of yours ;--—you 
are deſired to conſider it very attentively ; 
I faid no more, nor waited for his An- 
ſwer, the Man look'd amaz'd, and 
J was glad to be gone for fear of Acci- 


The ſolemn manner in which I ſpoke, 
together with the Contents, of the Letter, 
quite confounded 4 ; he ſcratch'd 
his Head, bent his Brows, ſtood with his 
Mouth half open, but had not the Power 
to ſpeak. f 


The Alteration that appeared in his 
Countenance was a good Opportunity for 
my Agent to aſk if that Letter had 

brought him any ill News? He heſitated 
a little before he anſwered, but at laſt gave 
him the Letter to read, ſaying he did not 
know what to make of it: Make of it! 
cry'd the other, as ſoon as he had look'd 
It over, why this is downright Treaſon ; 
—-— here's a Plot againſt the State car- 
rying on, and they want you to have a 
Hand in it; if this Letter ſhould be 
found about you, you are undone, I vu’ 
e nct 
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not be in your Condition for more than 
I'll ſpeak of ;——'tis not ſafe to keep it a 
Moment. Then I'll burn it this Minute, 
faid A , and was going to do lo, 
but my Friend, beginning to think he had 
over-acted his Part, held his Hand, and told 
him that would be dangerous too; low 
do you know, ſaid he, but the very Perſon 
who delivered it to you, may give an In- 
formation of your receiving it, and then 
your ſaying you had burn'd it wou'd not 
be ſufficient to clear you? No, no, you 
muſt go and ſhew it to——naming the 
M r, and then you have nothing to 
fear. Poor A——-r, as the other told 


me, was ſo terribly frighted, that he was 


glad to do any thing to ſhew his Inno- 
cence; but ſaid, he did not know how to 
go about ſuch a Buſineſs, nor which way 
to get to the Speech of the M———r. 
My Agent having now brought him to 
this Point thought he might make a dou- 
ble Advantage if he went firſt alone to the 
M——-—r, ſo took the other at his word, 
and ſaid, it was a very difficult thing, in- 
deed, to get Admittance; but he would 
I himſelf and diſcover the Plot ; for he 

ad been accuſtom'd to ſpeak to great 
People, and knew how to behave to them, 
and then he might go afterward and 


produce 


- 


(31) 
produce the Letter. A———r approv d 
very well of his going, but wou'd by no 
means be prevail'd upon to keep the Let- 
ter: My Friend told me he cou'd not 
forbear' laughing at the Terror his firſt 
Words had thrown him into, and we 
were both very merry together at the Re- 
cital he made me, and the Deſcription of 
his Eagerneſs to thruſt the Letter into his 


Hand, faying he ſhou'd not ſleep a wink 


all Night if it were in the Houle. 


Late as it was when we ſeparated, I did 
not go to Bed till I had wrote the M-—r 
an Account of what had happened, and 
that the Perſon I had employ'd would at- 
tend him the next Morning with the Diſ- 
covery. | 


Orders therefore were given that ſuch 
a Perſon as I had deſcribed to him ſhou'd 
be admitted, tho' with ſome ſeeming Dif- 
ficulty, 'to take away all Suſpicion of his 
being appriz'd of His coming; he was 
+ ſhew'datlaſt into a Parlor, where, having 
been made to wait a conſiderable time, 
the M -r came to him, My Friend 
accoſted him with a very formal Speech, 
which he had ſtudied for that Purpoſe : 
He told him that it being his good Fors 
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| tune to be preſent where a very'treaſonable 
Gm had been deliver'd, he had, as he 
ought it his Duty, prevail'd on the Per- 
.fon who receiv'd it to give him leave to 
lay it before his Honour, that the emi- 
.nent Danger, which threatned the Peace 
of the Kingdom might by his Witdom 
be averted, ——and a great deal more 
ſuch Stuff, at which the Mt, as he 
told me afterward, cou'd ſcarce forbear 
laughing. He receiv'd it, however, very 
gravely, and having read it ſaid, he found 
indeed there was a moſt execrable Plot car- 
Tying on, that the Man who receiv'd 
his Letter had done well not to conceal 
it; but he muſt come and give what other 
Information he was able; my Agent re- 

ply'd, that it was in order to bring him, 
that he had taken the liberty of waiting 
on his Honour: That indeed it was highly 

neceſſary the Man "ſhould be examin'd ; 
and his Honour ſhewed his great Zeal and 
Care for the public Tranquility to dive as 
much as poffible into the bottom of this 
treaſonable Conſpiracy ; but that there 

wau'd be no occaſion to ſend any Warrant, 
for he know the Perſon wou'd come: To 
this the WM r gave a Nod of Aſſent, 

and he went directly to Mr. A-——-r, who 
vas not quite ſatisfied with the Honour 
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. of waiting on this Stateſman, but as by 
"ROW be fo, be ee him. 


The 1 1 began to Queſtion 15 


with a ſtern and magiſterial Air, and it 

was well for ene that he was 

fectly innocent, for had the leaſt lt 
been even in his Thoughts his Fears had 


certainly betray d it. He proteſted he 
cou d not imagine why fuch a Letter 


ſhou'd be ſent to him, for he never trou- 


bled himſelf with State Affairs in his Life. 
But you have been one of thoſe, 1 fuppo ſe, 
faid the M. r, that have nr 
againſt the Act, and talk d among your 

Companions of the Grievances that would 
attend it? Nor I, as 1 hope to be fav'd, 
Sir, cry'd he; I fever ſpoke of it in my 
Life; and when I heard 'em railing and 
talking, a 5 you know People will, Tal- 


ways told em they woll d only make bad 
wWorſe, as the faying is. Tis ſtrange then, 


faid the M t, that they ſhow” Fü eem 
to depend ſo much upon you de. 


come, you miuſt have complain d op 


Body-—let -me know to. N and L4 

that means we may be able to 

the Letter-writer, —On this he Mot n 

thouſand Aſſervations of his Innocence in 

Thought, Word and Deed ; but the 
| M——r 
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Mt would not for a great while 
ſeem to believe that he could be ignorant 
of every thing, and aſked him what fort 
of Perſon brought. the Letter, and if he 
thought he could know him again. He 
anſwered that he did not belieye he ſhould, 


and was ſure he had never ſeen him 
before. 


But I will not enter into a Detail of any 
farther Particulars of this mock Exami- 
nation, which to have the greater Appear- 
ance of being a real one the Mr pro- 
long' d a great while. At laſt he diſmiſs'd 
them, after they had ſet down their 


Names and Places of Abode, that they 


might be ſent to in caſe there ſhould be 
any Occaſion for their Oaths. 


"Is 4 r, to his great os” heard no 
more. of this Buſineſs, but he that was un- 
der the Conductor of i it, was ſent to 
in — or four Days; on which he 
went, not a little elated at finding himſelf 
a Man of ſo much Conſequence; a Place 
at Court, or Penſion for Life, and the 
perpetual Confidence of the . n 
were the leaſt Gratuities he expected for 
the e he 50 980 the State. 


The 
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. . The M r aſked him ſome far- 
ther Queſtions, bid him be ready, and 
take Care that A r ſhould be ſo 
too, if an Order ſhould be ſent for them 
to appear before the C——], and with 
this gave him a Bank Bill as a Recom- 
pence for his Loyalty, telling him that if 
it hereafter fell in his Way to hear of 
any Practices againſt the G t he 
would not be ungrateful for the Intelli- 
gence. | 


Indeed there was ſomething pleaſant 
enough in this State-Farce, the Perſon 
whom I had employ'd delighted himſelf 
with having made 4 —7 his Tool, 
and engroſſed the whole Advantage of this 
Diſcovery to himſelf : I was a little di- 
verted to think how I had impoſed on 
him, and the M —T no doubt laugh- 


ed in his Sleeve not only at me but at the 
whole Nation, | 


This Letter with another, which it 
ſeems one of the Diſtillers had carried to 
Juſtice D 1, was laid before the 
Q-—n and O , on which Lord 
S. was ſent for in great haſte, 


and Orders were given for placing the 
Guards. 


Accor- 
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Aceordingly, as every one will remem- 
ber, Guards were poſted in ſeveral Quar- 
ters of the Town; particularly they were 
drawn up in Covent-Garden, where 
remain'd under Arms the whole Night; 
and likewiſe in Weftminfler, where they 
did Duty in Sr. Margaret's Church-yard 
for three whole Nights and Days ſucceſ- 
fiyely : A Detachment was ſent into the 
City, and Centinels were poſted at the 
Doors of the late Sir Foſeph Jekyll and Sir 
Robert Walpole; and all this to prevent, 
as was: pretended, any Diſturbance from 
the Populace upon the Score of the Gin 
Act, which took place at Michae/mas. A 
Report was induſtriouſſy ſpread, that not 
only the whole Body of the Diſtillers, but 
likewiſe ſeveral others, whoſe Trades and 
Vocations were affected by the ſaid Act, 
had enter'd into a Combination to raiſe a 
Tumult under the whimſical Pretence of 
going in a mock Proceſſion to bury Gin, 
in Solomon's-Porch before the Weſt-Gate 
of the Abbey. A great Alarm run thro 
the, whole Town on this ridiculous 
Story, of which thoſe Letters were the 
ſole Foundation. 


This I ſhould not_ have been quite ſo 
ſoon informed of, happening to live in a 
| very 
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de ry retir'd Place, if the Perſon whom I 
had employ'd as my Agent had not come 
to me in a great Horry, and told me that 
every body was in a Conſternation; — 
Soldiers were pärading in all the grea 
Streets; that nothing was talk'd of . a 
moſt terrible Plot; and that the good Wo- 
men were afraid their Huſbands ſhould 
ſtir out of” their Houſes for fear of Miſ- 
chief, — You have a rare Head- 


piece; ſaid he to me, to have invented all 


this; and let me tell you, Ithink, I have 
done my Part as well.. You ſee 
they all believe it che Govern- 
ment is as ſure there was a Riſing intenc- 
ed, as we are that there was not 

Why; y, if this Plot had been real now, 1 


ſhould have deſerved a Statue for the DiC- 
covery - the M r can't do 


leſs in Juſtice than give me a bandſome 


Poſt ———— none of your little paltry 
Employrhents' where a Man is turn'd out 
at pleaſure No, no, I'll accept of 
nothing that'is not a ſure Dependance for 
Life, cry'd, he, and I ſhall not ſeruple to 
tell him ol as ſoon as Things are a little 
quiet, I gave into this Humour of his, 
till by much talking of it, he became as 
certain ſuch a thing would happen, as if 
he . already actually receiv'd a Grant. 
F Having 
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' Haying a little Cutioſity ta fee how far 


| his Deſcription agreed with Truth, I took 


2 Walk with bim in the Evening, and 
found indeed that he had exaggerated no- 
thing. I muſt own, that when I ſaw the 
Guards poſted in the Manner abovemen- 
tion d, the Pariſh- Officers all on — 
both Civil and Military Power 

againſt a Shadow, and the —— 
every where ſtanding at their Doc 1 — 8 
looking with Amazement on each other, 
as wondering what could occaſion ſuch 
extraordinary Preparations, I felt a little 
Shock: within myſelf for having lent a 
Hand toward propagating ſo groundlels an 
Alarm, the Con ces of which it was 
impoſſible to anſwer for, and might have 
been ſuch as I now tremble to think on. 


in'd that 


= then began wt, or imagin 

ſaw, into the Views of the M 
and could not help thinking that this — 
tended Plot was to ſerve as a Plea for 
keeping up a Standing-Army, for enforc- 
ing the Riot-Act, for enhancing the Ar- 
tide of Secret-Service, for making the 
Body of Diſtillers odious, and thro' their 


| Sides the whole Body of the People. 


Thole who have repreſented the M--——r 
as TIP no Conjurer will after this retract 
wel their 


(6390 
their Opinion, and acknowledge that like 
a true Conjurer he raiſed Devils and was 
paid for laying thera. 
On my next nbc on « him he ſegm'd 
in an extream good Humour, was pleaſed 
to tell me he Was highly fatisfled with my 
Conduct in this Affair, fo well as the Per- 
Tons I had made Choice of to be my Inſtru- 
ments, He was even ſo free as to repeat to 
| me a good deal of what they ſaid to him, 


and on my coming away made me a <P 
confidetable Preſeut. 


555 I Beard afterwards that my | Friend: was 
in good earneſt when he ſpoke of ſolicit- 
ing for a Place; but the Mr put 
bim off with fair Words, which kept 
Expectation ahve a- While; but he grew 
weary at laſt, and gave over haunting the 
Levee; though to this Hour he talks of 
having met with 3 from the 
6 t for ſome. ſignal Service he 
had done; but is filent as o what Na- 
ture that Service was of, 


L131 & 


This is all 1 baye do fiy ey 8 
action, I now come to ird and laſt 
Affair 1 was oe employ 5 by the 
| — 


„ ö 
M. i and which 1. think: may... be 
diſtinguiſh d by the Title of 91373 5 
eil nee 101 Fisc 
The Patriots Piat. : 

i £1125} 2 mid no vals. v1.51 vig n 
| Being one Day alone with the Mr, 
he, alf mg. if 1 was not acquainted, with 
abe Ltr? On my anſwering, in the 
Affirmative, he again. aſk'd, what Opinion 
I had of bim? To which I reply d, that 


1,ook. him for a Man of a good Share of 


Senſe and Honeſty. But che is a Facobite, 
is he not, cry'd the M., IL. aid, I 
knew nothing of that. Yes, yes, ſaid he, 
Im convinced of it. I hear be is privately 
ſupported by the Faction +— meanipg the 
Gentlemen in the Oppoſition ;-for by that 
Namnę he always diftinguiſh'd them to me. 
5 rold him, I did not beligye he was, for 
that L had often beard, him inyeigh agdinſ 


the Ae 5e of that Party; and What- 


ever hem ight have been his Patriot Zeal 
Lrepxg..pow, yery..much abated, _ Here 1 
Jene e r laughed heartily, 
and made ſome pleaſant Reflections on the 
Prevalency of Self- intereſt over all Ranks 


a But growing more ſe- 
i a 


put af, Gig-he, might be uſeful 
5 Ne, coal .be afſured of His Sin- 
.cerity, »4 told him, I could anſwer for no 

body 
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body but myſelf, though [ believed he 
might be truſted if he once engaged i in 


any thing. On this he was ſilent for, a 
Minute or two, and then ſaid, he would 


not venture it; but that he would com- 


municate the Buſineſs to me, and that 
I only ſhou'd be ſeen in it to him, and 
employ him as J had done the other Per- 
ſon in the Diſtillers Affair. 


4 


This Mark of his Truſti in me was not Þ 


ane as perhaps he imagined, being 


truly deſirous of avoiding all ſuch Em- 


ployments as he had before found for me; 
but which way could I refuſe with Safety ? 

Neceſſity therefore obliged me to ſpeak in 
a manner widely diſtant from my Heart, 

and alſo to keep my Looks as much as 
J poſſible from giving the Lye to my 
Tongue: I knew very well that no Man 
ſaw. more clearly into the Thoughts of 
thoſe whom it was his Intereſt to read, 

and therefore it behoved me to be upon 
my Guard ; but I had Prejudice for my 
Friend: He was firmly prepoſſeſs d of my 


x Attachment, and took not that Pains to 


obſerve me as I perfectly remember he did 
. on giving me his firſt Orders, and received 
what Profeſſions I made him with an Air 
. which ſhewed he doubted not the Since- 


my 
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Tity of them, and ſoon proceeded to give 


me thoſe Inſtructions he Peer nd 
at that time. 


The firſt wing you _ to do, fiid be, 
10 to ſee Mr. L „and to introduce 
as naturally as you can ſome Diſcourſe of 
me, and then by degrees inform him that 
you have ſomething in your Head which 
will infallibly raiſe a good Sum of Money; 
' but that you cannot carry it on alone, and 
if you find him ready to engage with 'you, 
85 may let me rok it. 


ifs l 


This was going to n in the dark, 
but J undertook and ventar'd upon it 
Accordingly ' 1 founded” Mr. L = 

who tho he complained of fome Patriots, 
was yet no Friend of the M r, and 
in the courfe of our Converſation very 
much ridiculed his Meaſures, T join'd in 
his Opinion, and railed at a Step had 
been taken fince his A - n, as I had 
Licence from himſelf to do, whentver" | 
found it would be of fervice 1 2: the Affairs 
I was to carry on. Then I proceeded to 
fay there would be no Crime in impofing g 
on a Man who was ſo great an Enemy 
to his Country, and that if I had an able 
and * Friend I was ſute that I had : 
way 


L. 
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way to ſqueeze: out ſome part of the Mo- 
ney he, the M-— — r, had robb'd the 


Public of. Mr. L cried out pre- 
ſently, it would be but an act of Juſtice; 
and if I thought him qualified he would 


gladly join in any thing of that kind, tho 


he were ſure not to get a Shilling by it 
himſelf. Well, faid I, you are the fitteſt: 


Perſon in the World: I have not deter- 


mined yet how it ſhall be managed; but 
ſince I find you are willing to come into 
it, I will confider of it, and let you know. 
He then gave me many Aſſurances that 
nothing ſhould tempt him to betray the 
leaſt Tittle of what I ſhould impart to 
him, and expreſt a great deal of Impati- 
ence to be told ſomething of my Defign. 
I anſwered, it was to no purpoſe to men- 
tion a part, but in a Day or two he ſhould 
be acquainted with the whole. L: 


. no ſooner parted with him than 
] went directly to Ch-/--a, but the 
M r was not at home. The next 
Morning I ſaw him in Town, and having 
repeated the Converſation I had with Mr. 
„ he ſeem'd very well pleaſed, 


and when 1 told him of the Impatience he 
expreſt, I believe, ſaid he with a Smile, 
that if the Truth were known, your Curi- 

| oſity 
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oſity is little inferior to his; but you ſhall 
both of you be gratiſied. As for myſelf, 
anſwered I, it is ſufficient for me to know 
I am obeying your 'Honour's Commands, 

and (preſume not to enquire farther. than 
you'are pleaſed to think neceſſary I ſhould 
know for the Execution of them; but 
between him and me it is quite different, 

and he might ſcruple to engage in a thing, 
the- Nature and End of which was hid 
from him. All the End, faid the Mr, 

that he muſt ever know, I think you have 
told him, is to impoſe upon me, and get 
Money. As for you, I ſhall conceal no- 
thing of what I propoſe by it from you. 


- You. muſt know, continued he, that 

1 ſuſpect a certain Foreign Lady has 
been tampered with, or if ſhe has not al- 
ready, that the Faction may have Thoughts 
of getting her into their Intereſt, which it 
is mine to prevent if poſſible : The Scheme 
I have laid will go a great way toward 
diſcovering how far ſhe is, or may be gain- 
&d. In order therefore to the carrying on 
this Buſineſs, you are to enter into an ima- 
ginary anonymous'Correſpondence as be- 
tween the Faction and Mr, L——, re- 
quiring of him to deliver certain Letters 
to a e a little way out of Town, and 
; bring 
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bring her Anſwers which they will ſend 


to him for. 


2 ' 
This wa the Subſtance of what the 
M rs delivered; and I then de- 


fired to know what was to be wrote to 
Madame ——— ? To which he repli- 


ed, that the Letter to her muſt be as from 


ſome of the Heads of the Faction, tho' 
without any Name any" mages than thoſe 
to Mr. L That the firſt muſt 
contain only ſome Inſinuations that her 
Power and Intereſt was much leſs conſi- 
derable than others of her Character had 
enjoyed in former Reigns, or than what 


ſhe deſerved and had Reaſon to expect: 


That ſhe ought to impute this want of pub- 


lic Influence _— to the little good-will 


of the M r, through his Jealouſy of 
her Power with the K . Paint out my 
Injuſtice to her Merit in the ſtrongeſt Co- 
lours you can, faid he ſmiling, you have my 
leaveto abuſe me. Then continued he, you 
may add, that there are Gentlemen who 
are impatient to ſee her in a more exalted 
Station, as well as to rectify many other 
Miſtakes of a more public Nature 
that Projects are already formed for that pur- 
pole, and that they will hereafter explain 


themſelves more fully, As for the others 
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to be fent her, the Reception of the firſt 
muſt determine. He told me alſo it muſt 


be wrote in French, and defired I would 
ſhew it him before put it into Mr. 


1 's Hands. 


As I did not comprehend the Meaning 
of all this, I aſked, in caſe the Lady ſent 
any Anſwer, in what manner it was to be 
diſpoſed of Why to be given to me, 
cry 2 be: Is it not to Fathom her Inten- 
tions J do all this? If ſhe writes, L 
muſt come and betray all this feign d 
Correſpondence to me. How is it 
elſe that you pretend to impoſe upon me ? 
Are not the Letters wrote to him deſigned 
only to give the thing the greater Air of 
Truth to me? Are you ſo dull of 
Apprehenſion as not to perceive that his 
Buſineſs is to make me believe that the 
Faction have thought fit to employ him 
without wholly confiding in him; and 
that by bringing thoſe Letters which he 
pretends to be ſent to him, he is to ſuppoſe 


I am deceived by an Artifice of your con- 
triving ? ? 


I begg'd his Pardon for having given 
him the Trouble of conducting me thro' 
this Labyrinth, which ought to have been 


needleſs, 
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needleſs, had I reflected on the laſt Will 


and Teſtament Plot. 


Being now fully acquainted with what 
I was. to do, I took my leave, not a little 
aſtoniſh'd that a Perſon in his Station 


could deſcend to ſuch low Practices, 


which ſeemed to me more befitting the 
Chicanry of a ee Wi than the cd 
of a Prime M 


Mr. L was tranſported when 1 
related to him the whole of my Contri- 


vance, as I call'd it, and proteſted that 


whatever Reward ſhould be given for this 


pretended Treachery it would be leſs ſatiſ- 


factory to bim than the pleaſing Conſci- 
ouſneſs of having over-reached a Man, 
who by his Artifices had over-reached a 
whole Nation. 


After having made him perfectly com- 


prehend how the whole Affair was to be 


conducted, we ſet down to prepare the 
Letters: Thoſe to himſelf was eaſily diſ- 
patched, but thoſe to the Lady required a 
good deal of Thought, ſo I faid it ſhould 
be my Evening's Employment, and ap- 
pointed him to come the next Day, when 
I © ha it ſhould be ready, 

| G 2 I was 
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T1 was obliged to put him off in this 
manner, becauſe I was under a neceſſity of 
ſnhewing it firſt to the Mr. As I 


+ had not been much accuſtomed to write 


in French, tho I underſtand the Language 
; tolerably well, it coſt me ſome Pains ; 


but I acccompliſhed it at laſt, fo as not 
to be diſapproved by the M 
whom I carried it by ſeven o'Clock the 


r, to 


next Morning, and he bid me ſend Mr. 
L uit it that ſame Afternoon to 


PC . 


Mr. I. 


His Orders were punctually obeyed: 
indeed had not the Honour 


of ſeeing Madame ——-—, but he de- 
-livered the Letter to her favourite Woman, 


who aſſur'd him it was the ſame thing, 


and that her Lady ſhould have it before 
ſhe ſlept. 


The Mr was ſatisfied when I told 
him of it, and faid, he knew that Woman 
was the Cabinet of her Secrets. I then 


aſked when I was to write again, and in 


what manner? To which he anſwer'd, 
that he would wait ſome Days to ſee if 
ſhe took any Notice of it to him, and if 


ſhe did not, he would ſend for me to give 


me further Inſtructions, 
Accor d- 
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it, and order'd me to ſend Mr. L 
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Accordingly I was ſent for the fifth 


Day. Nothing, he faid, had been men- 
tioned by Madame of the Letter, 


tho” he had ſeen her twice fince ſhe recei- 
ved it, ſo was now convinced ſhe deſigned 


to make a Secret of it to him, and he 
would have me ſend again immediately, 


and be as preſſing as I could for an An- 


The modelling this Letter took me up 


the beſt part of the Day, but he having 


defired I would come again and ſhew it 
him, as ſoon as finiſh'd, I went to C---/--a 
in the Evening: I was oblig'd to wait 
ſome time before I ſaw him, he being laid 
down to Sleep. Being told on his awak- 
ing that I was there, he ſent for me into 
'the ſecond Parlour, where he read the 
Letter, made no Objection to any part of 


the next Day to K———-, and if he 
brought an Anſwer to let him come to 
him forthwith, and make the ſuppos d 
Diſcovery ; but if the Lady ſent none, I 
was to tell him the Thing was not quite 
ripe, and we muſt think of ſomething to 
heighten it. And fo we muſt, added he, 
for if ſhe does not write, my Purpoſes will 
not be fully anſwered, 


As 
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As ſoon as 1 got home, late as it was, I 
ſent for Mr. L——, ave him the Letter, 
and told him that it was my Opinion, if 
we could be ſo fortunate as to get an An- 
ſwer from her, the betraying ſuch a Cor- 
reſpondence would be worth any Money 
from the M——r, He faid he knew it 
would; we ſupp'd together and drank to 
the good Succeſs of our Projet. 


He fail'd not to go to X the next 
Day, and delivered the Letter to the ſame 
Hand as before, who after carrying it to 
her Lady came to him again, ſat ſome 
time with him, talk'd in the moſt free and 
obliging manner, and had a certain Satiſ- 
faction in her Countenance, which gave 
him room to believe the Errand he came 
upon was not diſpleaſing to her Lady. 
While they were together, he heard a 
great ruſtling of Silks in the next Room ; 
he ſaw no Body, but by the look of the 
Woman, fancy'd Madame — 
might have Curioſity enough to ſee the 
Perſon who had brought the Letters, and 
had come to ſome Place where ſhe could 
do ſo without being perceiv'd by him. 
The Gentlewoman was afterwards call'd 
in, but ſoon return'd, and with the ſame 
Affability and Chearfulneſs as before 0 
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him, her Lady would conſider on the 


Letters, and deſired he would come again 
in three or four Days. When Mr. L--— 
acquainted me with this I told him, that 
I thought we had Reaſon to be fatisfied 
with this Meſſage ; for her Ladyſhip's 
taking Time to conſider looked as it ſhe 
intended to write, fince if ſhe had wholly 


rejected the Propoſals ſhe would have 
teſtified it at once. 


After he had left me 1 went to the 
M— r, who ſeem'd a little thought- 
ful when J related to him what Mr, L— 
had told me. Tis plain, faid he, ſhe is 
divided and uncertain which Party to 
take ;—ſo far I am ſatisfied; but L--—'s 
going again will ſhew us what ſhe 
means. He added, that he would not 
have him exceed the Time her Woman 


appointed. 


Mr. L--—— accordingly went, and re- 
turn'd with a Chearfulneſs in his Coun- 
tenance which before he ſpoke aflured me 
that his Embaſſy had been now ſucceſsful, 
He preſently pulled a Letter out of his 
Pocket, which had been deliver'd to him 
by the Lady's Confidante, and told me, 
that he had been treated by her with 
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greater Complaiſance, if MR, than 


before. 


3 i'd 
This Account, as well as the former 
one he had given. me of his. Reception, 
made me imagine Madame ——-— was 
not in Reality averſe to liſtening to Pro- 


poſals of the Nature I had offer'd, and 


tho' Curioſity is no great Ingredient in my 
Compoſition, I felt ſome Emotions of it 
for the Contents of this Letter; but as 
they were not to be gratified, my Reaſon 
eafily ſuppteſſed them. Mr. L—— faid, 

he wiſh'd the Gentlemen in the Oppoſi- 
tion had indeed entruſted him with a 
Buſineſs of this kind, and that it had been 
a real inſtead of a fictitious Correſpon- 
dence. He added, that he wonder'd they 
did not in good earneſt attempt engaging 
Madame — in- their Intereſt ; which 
he imagin'd would not have been an im- 
probable Scheme, I was entirely of his 
Mind, and had Cauſe to be ſo when J re- 
lected on the Doubts the M——-r himſelf 


had expreſs d to me on that Head, but that 


I was oblig'd to keep to myſelf. We had 
ſome farther Converſation how far ſuch 
Overtures from the Patriots might be prac- 
ticable, as well as of the publick Utility 
they might have been ; but as it relates 

only 
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nluy to our private Opinions, and is of no 


onſequence to the Matter r [ 
ſhall forbear an impertinent 


tail of it, 
but make what Haſte I can to the Ca- 
taſtrophe of this Affair. 


we agreed on the Concluſion that 
was neceflaty for Mr. L—— to write to 
the M-———-r, to acquaint him that 
ſomething of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture having fallen in his Way, he thought 
proper to diſcloſe it to him, and to that 
End would wait on him the next Day, 
if he was pleaſed to give Orders for his 
Admittance. | 


This he ſent by a Porter, and went 


himſelf at the Time he had mention'd in 


it; taking with him the . Let- 


ter, and all thoſe we had directed to him- 


ſelf, as his Vouchers in what Manner he 
came to be engaged in this Correſpon- 
dence. All which the M--——-r took, 


and kept for the Uſe he had to make of 
them. | 


Norwithſtandiog the Impatience, Sue 
it appears by all I have recited, the M 
had to diſcover how far Madame 
was to be wrought upon to his Prejudice, 
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he had the Policy to treat Mr. L——, 
and the Intelligence he brought him, 
with a Shew of the utmoſt Indifference; 
and when he had broke open, and read 
that Lady's Letter, only ſaid coldly, This 
is a Thing of no Conſequence : I am not 
now to be inform'd that the Faction are 
always reſtleſs, and aiming at Things 
out of their Reach. On this Mr. L— 
was ſo much piqued, that he anſwer'd 
with a great deal of Spirit, That doubt- 
leſs what they aim'd at was now out of 
2 2cir Reach; but how far it might have 
been ſo, ſaid be, if I had not betray'd 
them, no body can anſwer. — I have ne- 
vertheleſs done what I thought my Duty, 


and ſhould be ſorry to think your Honour 
leſſen d the Importance of the Thing, on- 
ly ta leſſen the Merit of the Service, No, 


replied [the Mr, I am obliged to 
you, however, and as you were to have 
ſome Recompence I ſuppoſe, if you had 


kept the Letter till they had ſent; you 
. ſhall not be a Loſer by having brought it 


to me ; and I expect you will neyer be 
concerned in any thing againſt the Go- 


vernment. With theſe Words Mr. L— 
ſaid be put a Bavk- Bill into his Hand; 
for which having made his Compliments, 
he ſoon! after took his Leave, and came to 


11 | me 


(55) 
me not well fatisfied with the M-=—r" 8 
Behaviour. 


The Preſent he had m bim Was 
not indeed equivalent to the Service he 
had done him, had the Tranſaction he 
diſcover'd been a real one, and as he muſt 
ſeem to think it ſo he was obliged to have 
Recourſe to that refin'd Diſſimulation of 
affecting to contemn the enervate At- 
tempt of his Enemies, in order to avoid 
gratifying Mr. L as he might have 
expected, had he appear d to ach the 
N of any Moment. * 


Mr. L------ could not Kew hichſelf 


from ſaying ſome bitter Things, which I 


was obliged to join in. Neither could I 
avoid giving into, and forwarding a Pro- 


jet which he now form'd in his Turn 


of getting a ſecond | Favgur from the 
Mur. It Was this: Anothet Let- 
ter to be wrote to himſelf, as from the 
ſame Quarter with the forme?” ones; in- 
rimating, that ed ad- cauſed bim to be 
watched, and tha he” ad been ſen to 80 
into the M gufe; that they 
had all the Nee the World to "3 
lieve be had betray/&them, and that they 
would be mengen Some Days after 
H 2 the 
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the Date of this pretended Menace, he 
gave himſelf a ſight Wound on the Head, 
and went again to the M— -r, ſhewin 

both the Letter and the Wound; the lat- 
ter of which he ſaid he had wood 4 in 
an Encounter with Perſons unknown : 


On this the M-——r gave him another 
Bill of che ſame Value with the former. 


But J muſt here er 1 to take N 0- 
tice, that before he put this Stratagem in 
Execution, I went to the M-- r and 
previouſly "acquainted bim with the De- 
fign Mr. L-—— had upon his Generoſity. 
At which he laughed exceſſively and cried, 
I find he has ſome Invention 


Well ---- well - let him come the 


poor Man ſhall not hurt himſelf for no- 
thing. 


I had now an Opportunity of faying, 

I hoped the — it Letter had an- 
ſwered the Purpoſe his Honour expected 
from it, and he not only frankly told 
me, that it bad, but alſo unboſom'd. 
himſelf at this Time more than ! had e ever 
known bim eint 
cannot 'fay 19 8% * ares into 

any rn. told mei in plain Mn, 
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the Uſe he had made of this pretended 
Diſcovery.; but by many Expreſſions he 
let fall, it was eaſy for me to gather, that 
to fathom Madame ———'s Sentiments 
was not the only View he had in it, tho 
as it certainly gave him an Opportunity 
of eſtabliſhing himſelf with that Lady, 
and in a manner rendering it her Intereſt 
to be on his Side, it was no immaterial 
Point all Things conſider'd. — He 
talk'd of the Blow was now given to the 
Oppoſition —— of the K----'s Rage; 
that his M--—— would never forgive the 
Arrogance of interfering with his private 
Concerns; and all this with an Air of 
Triumph and Self, ſufficiency, as if he 
knew himſelf too ſecurely rivetted in the 


R Favour for any Inſinuations what- 
evet to remove him. es 


When I came home and had leiſure to 
reflect on what: the Mr, in the ex- 
ultings of his Heart had uttered, it ſeem'd 
plain to me that this fictitious Correſpon- 
dence had been laid before the K 5 
and that it was on this account his M — 
imagined he had fo juſt a Reaſon for 
Reſentment.-——Good God! thought I 
then, if it has been fo, what a Precipice 
have I eſcaped? — Might no his M —-— 
thinking himſelf affronted in ſo tender a 


Point, 


OY (' 58 Y. 
Point, have inſiſted on an Examination 
into this Matter, and in order to it, have 
ordei d the Perſon who brought thaſe Let- 
ters to be ſeiz d; and then what muſt 
have been the Event? I neither believ'd, 
or wiſh'd Mr. . if put to his Oath, 
would have maintain'd/'the: Fallacy, and 
on the Queſtions which would naturally 
have been aſk d him, could not without 
Perjury have avoided naming me dd the 
. and Contriyer, of thaſe Letters 
What then muſt have become of me 1 
ſhould have had no way ef- atteſting my 
Innocenee but by accuſing the M-———:r; 
which. Accuſation, as I had: no Proofs, 
would but perhaps have aggravated my 
ſeeming Guilt, and conſequently render d 
my Sentence more ſevere; if on the eon - 
trary I had been ſilent, and ſubmitted to 
take the whole upon myſelf, tho I doubt 
not but I might have depended on the 
Favour of. the Mr for ren 
my Puniſhment as gentle, and my Miſ- 
fortune as ſupportable as poſfible; could 
any thing in his, or the united Power of 
all Mankind attone for what I muſt have 
 ſuffer'd in my Character? Theſe Conſide- 
rations were of ſuch weight with me that 
L made. a final Reſolution that on no 
Temptations or Perſwaſions et eren 
would again run into ſuch Hazards. 8 
1 have 
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I have now, Gentlemen, gone thro' the 
whole of the pernicious Practices I propoſed 
to lay before, you; and how. trifling ſoever 
the means may appear, I cannot help being 
of Opinion, that they ſerved to-bring about 
very important Ends. 1 can truly ſay, 
that in committing theſe Things to Paper 

I have bluſhed and hated myſelf by turns; 
I take Heaven to Witneſs, I have not 
to the beſt of my Belief deviated a ſingle 
- tittle from the Truth. As. I appear = 
vou, Gentlemen, in the light of an Accu- 
ſer; and. not as a Declaimer, I have rather 
choſe to keep as cloſe as poſſible to Matters 
of Fact than pretend to diſplay, in Orato- , 
rial Colours either the enormous Gvilt * 
of theſe . Contrivances, - or what is due to 
the Author of them. That is a Taſk 1 
muſt leave to the Eloquence of others, 
and . ſhall not further treſpaſs on your 
Moments than juſt for Method's fake to 
give a . Recapitulation of the 
Views of the whole, which a 
to have been ente 10 t] FR ——_ 
0 Ends, W. | 


For ng the Challe by 
wicked Inventions to ſhew the neceſſity of 
keeping up a ſtanding Force : For rivet- 
ting himſelf in the Rl Confidence, or 
rather for awing his M into favour 
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by the moſt daring Infiniations, which is” 
a new Species of T: For creating. 
a ſealouſy in the K t ks People: For - 
rendering his beſt: Subjects obnoxious d 
bim: Fer mägnifying his own Zeal; and 
finally loc meltiplying the” Articles of 
Secret Service,» ot Ri ONS: 
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After this, Gentlemen, I cannot con- 
clude better than by repeating to you my 
great Readineſs, as well as aſſuring you of - 
my ardent Wiſhes to be enabled to appear 
in Peron before you, that I may ſupport 
thoſe Things, viva voce, which at preſent 
I can only do by anonymous Accuſation, 


T have now nothing more to add, than 
that may the Wiſdom of him who giveth 
Light to the Dark, proſper your Enquiries; 
and may a Love of Juſtice influence the 
Minds of all who have it in their Power 
to make ſuch Diſcoveries as may give that 
Satisfaction, which a long oppreſſed, miſ- 
repreſented, and abuſed People have all 
Reaſon to hope and expect, which is the 
humble and ſincere With of, 

" $7 GENTLEMEN; 
Your moſt obedient Servant. 
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